BRITPOP Seminar

<TITLE SCREEN> 

<EDEXCEL SPECIFICATION> 

<BRITPOP>


Britpop is part of the “Cool Britannia” era in Britain.
A movement encapsulating MUSIC, ART, FASHION, POLITICAL AWARENESS & NATIONAL PRIDE.


Introduce the photos from top left:



Elastica



Brett Anderson from Suede



Noel Gallagher and Tony Blair – Downing Street Cocktail Party



Pulp with Jarvis Cocker



NME Britpop Edition £ 5.99 a copy / download from www.NME.com


Gazza Euro 1996



Geri Hallewell in THAT dress!



Damon Albarn of BLUR



Damian Hurst



Kate Moss



London Cab 1995



Sheep in Formaldehyde



OASIS

Compare to the Swinging Sixties.

<SIXTIES>


Introduce the photos from top left:



Beatles – Abbey Road album cover – Influence OASIS


Andy Warhol



Twiggy



The Yardbirds



Swinging 60s



The Kinks – Influence BLUR


The Who “Sell Out” – Influence OASIS & BLUR


Beatles – Revolver



Swinging London (featuring Mick Jagger, not a BRITPOP Influence too American in musical style)



Harold Wilson & The Beatles (with MBEs)



Bobby Moore & The 1996 World Cup

<EARLY SEVENTIES>


Introduce the photos from top left:



Roxy Music (Art School Camp – Suede & BLUR)



Marc Bolan of T.REX – Suede



David Bowie – 3 Faces Major Tom, Ziggy Stardust & Aladdin Sane – Suede, Pulp & BLUR

<PUNK>


Introduce the photos from top left:



Anti Nazi League – Politics & Music Combine



The Jam – Paul Weller – OASIS influence



The Clash – Not an influence as the stones too American



The Sex Pistols



The Damned



The Boomtown Rats - Geldof

<1980s>

Introduce the photos from top left:



Squeeze (featuring Jools on right) influence BLUR & Pulp



Live Aid 1985 – Influencing global politics through music



Madness – influence BLUR & Pulp



U2 – Bono global human rights crusader with



Sting and



Bob Geldof



Depeche Mode – minor Influence



XTC – BLUR influence

<Late 1980s>


Introduce the photos from top left:



Rough Trade & Geoff Travis



Margaret Thatcher (1979-1990)



Creation Records founded 1983



The Smiths – Morrisey – Political comment – Influence all BP



The Cure – Songs about mundane matters – Influence all BP



1990 Poll Tax Riots – Removing Mrs Thatcher



Miners Strike 1984-85 – Relative prosperity in the north 10 years later lead to the British Pride in Britpop



Tony Blair – Singer with “Ugly Rumours” in early 1970s
<Early 1990s>


Introduce the photos from top left:



Madchester Rave scene – Bez (Big Brother) Happy Mondays



Stone Roses – Major Influence on OASIS & BLUR (Noel Gallagher was briefly a roadie)


Happy Mondays - Likewise



Nirvana – Grunge – USA – Kurt Cobain – American Invasion



New Labour



Rave Culture



Ecstacy



Hacienda Club – Manchester


<BLUR>
1. Song Themes - Anglo-centric (PLAY 1 Country House, London Loves), observational (PLAY 2 Park Life, He Thought Of Cars), focusing on the down-trodden in society(Dan Abnormal, PLAY 3 Ernold Same). Flirtation with politics – Ken Livingstone.
2. Major Influences: Kinks (Damon Albarn collaborated with Ray Davies of the Kinks in 2002), early Who, David Bowie, XTC, Madness.
3. London and SE England vocals “mockney”.
4. First-person lyrics

5. Damian Hirst (Country House Video)

6. Experimental in style and instrumentation.
7. Football, the “dogs” and “lad” culture (Alex James (Bass Player) aka Fat Les of “Vindaloo” fame with Damian Hirst) PLAY 4 Vindaloo
8. Damon Albarn now the driving force behind the cartoon band Gorrillaz  PLAY 5 19-2000
<OASIS>
1. Song Themes - Desire to escape monotony of life(Rock ‘n’ Roll Star PLAY 6, Live Forever), drug influence (Champagne Supernova PLAY 7, Morning Glory), self respect (Supersonic, Roll With It)
2. Major Influences: The Beatles PLAY 8  With A Little (2’16”) & PLAY 9 She’s Electric (3’10”) - (Endless references and covers of songs) PLAY 10 Don’t Look Back The Sex Pistols, The Jam & Paul Weller, Stone Roses (Noel Gallagher was briefly a roadie) and Happy Mondays.
3. Mancunian vocals and the “Madchester” club scene.
4. Clever and sometimes witty lyrics and the odd joke at the listeners expense (opening of the PLAY 11 Hello Wonderwall album, references to Gary Glitter and Slade).
5. Drugs Cigarettes & Alcohol, Football (Man City), Lad Culture.
6. Basic Gritty guitar based rock style from punk with pop melody from The Beatles
SUEDE

1. Song Themes – Relationships going wrong, particularly the artistic relationship between Brett Anderson & Brian Butler (My Insatiable One),on being outsiders after their success was obliterated by Blur & Oasis (The Drowners PLAY 12) & Drugs (Animal Nitrate PLAY 13).
2. Major Influences: David Bowie PLAY 14, The Smiths, Happy Mondays & Stone Roses.
3. Lyrics try to be elegant and intriguing, but become gloomy and full of self-parody.

4. Embrace electronic instruments (unlike most other Britpop bands).
5. After the departure of Brian Butler, Suede became a group of session musicians fronted by Brett Anderson and although he was still singing about “the beat of the concrete street” the group tended to sound like jaded hired hands.

PULP

1. Song Themes – Art School camp (My Legendary Girlfriend), anger & intelligence (Common People PLAY 15), political comment (Last Days Of The Miners Strike PLAY 16, Asylum Seekers)
2. Major Influences: Roxy Music & T.Rex, The Walker Brothers

3. Pulp were a legacy from the early 1980s indie-pop and only became successful on re-location to London and rather jumped on the Britpop bandwagon.
4. Clever lyrics but often about Jarvis Cocker’s own celebrity (This Is Hardcore – Album).
5. Musical style once cruelly described as “Disco-skiffle” but actually is a amalgamation of their influences and the other Britpop bands.
6. Jarvis Cocker’s own ego became more important than the music. Particularly the episode at the Brit awards with Michael Jackson.

7. Harry Potter & The Goblet of Fire – Jarvis Cocker lead vocalist with the Weird Sisters in the Ball scene. Wrote the 3 songs. PLAY 17 Do The Hippogriff.

<COMMON MUSICAL ELEMENTS>

< LISTENING TEST PLAY 2>

ANSWERS

1. Many people talking / crowd noise, traffic noise, breaking glass, laughing / squealing

2. Two chords (E & A Major), ignoring chord extensions arising from shifting positions on the neck and the effect of the moving bass line.

3. Piano added, all instruments given more of a sense of movement, backing vocals more prominent, main melody sung for the first time, downward harmonic movement adding a sense of direction, string sound added, any other valid points.

4. The baritone saxophone, a woodwind instrument.

5. The accent of the narrator and the singers


The lyrics


The use of the saxophone is reminiscent of 1980s British Bands


The chorus is reminiscent of 1960s British pop (especially the guitar riff)


Any other valid points


< MUSICAL SAMPLES>


Guitar riff from “She’s Electric” OASIS Barre chords


Guitar riff from “Wonderwall” OASIS Barre chords


Typical drum pattern

